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NOTES AND NEWS 

The second decennial celebration of the opening of Clark University 
will be held at the university, Worcester, Massachusetts, during the week 
of September 6-11. The university purposes " to emphasize again the 
ideal of scientific activity to which the university has from the first been 
devoted," and has invited several distinguished scientists to lecture at the 
university during this week. Professor E. B. Titchener, of Cornell Uni- 
versity; Professor Franz Boas, of Columbia University; Professor H. S. 
Jennings, of Johns Hopkins University, and Dr. Adolf Meyer, of the 
New York Pathological Institute, will represent the activity in experi- 
mental and comparative psychology in America; while Professor L. Wil- 
liam Stern, of the University of Breslau, Managing Director of the Insti- 
tute of Applied Psychology in Berlin, and Clara Stern, an investigator in 
the field of individual psychology and the psychology of testimony, will 
represent the progress in psychology in Germany. The university plans 
also to hold during this week of the celebration conferences on teach- 
ing of the different branches of science. Two of the psychological con- 
ferences will consider the teaching of psychology as a professional sub- 
ject in normal schools and teachers colleges. The consideration will be 
under the direction of Professor Guy M. Whipple, of Cornell University, 
and Professor Carl E. Seashore, of the University of Iowa. 

The Sixth International Congress of Psychology will be held at the 
University of Geneva during the week of August 3-7. In order to facili- 
tate discussion, the committee on organization has arranged a limited 
number of topics, which are to be introduced by speakers chosen in ad- 
vance. The following are some of the topics scheduled for discussion: 
" The Psychology of Religious Phenomena " ; speakers : Harold Hoffding, 
of the University of Copenhagen; J. Leuba, of Bryn Mawr College; 
" Psycho-pedagogical Classification of Backward Students " : speakers : 
Dr. O. Decroly, of Brussels; Professor G. C. Ferrari, of Bologne, Italy; 
Dr. Th. Heller, of Vienna; Professor L. Witmer, of the University of 
Pennsylvania ; " Tropisms " : speakers : Dr. G. Bohn, of the University 
of Paris; Professor Fr. Darwin, of the University of Cambridge; H. S. 
Jennings, of Johns Hopkins University, and J. Loeb, of the University of 
California. American psychology is to be represented in the individual 
discussions by Professor M. Meyer, of Columbia University; Professor J. 
Leuba, of Bryn Mawr College; Professor R. M. Ogden, of the University 
of Tennessee ; Professor J. W. Riley, of Vassar College, and Professor R. 
M. Yerkes, of Harvard University. 

A meeting of the Aristotelian Society was held on June 7. The vice- 
president, Mr. G. E. Moore, was in the chair. Dr. A Wolf read a paper on 
" Natural Realism and Present Tendencies in Philosophy." We quote in 
part the abstract of the paper given in the Athenaeum, for June 12: 
" Under the influence of Kant's criticism and Comte's positivism modern 
science has been drifting towards an exaggerated phenomenalism and an 
increasing distrust in human knowledge, until the theoretical construe- 
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tions of science have come to be described by its students as little more 
than a mirage. In the pragmatist conception of truth we see this tend- 
ency seeking an academic epistemology. But this more or less agnostic or 
sceptical tendency is beginning to arouse dissatisfaction, and there are 
signs of a forward move toward a new realism. The new movement is 
not without its excesses. Natural realism, with some little modification, 
is more defensible than is commonly supposed, and avoids the excesses 
of phenomenalism on the one hand, and of the new realism on the other." 

Announcement is made of the death of Professor Simon Newcomb, 
the noted astronomer and mathematician. Professor Newcomb was dur- 
ing his long life of service connected with the United States Navy, as 
senior professor of mathematics, and as superintendent of the Nautical 
Almanac Office; with Johns Hopkins University, as professor of mathe- 
matics and astronomy ; and with Columbia University, as professor of as- 
tronomy. He was also instrumental in the preparation of the equipment 
at the installation of Lick Observatory in California. The list of Pro- 
fessor Newcomb's writings includes not only many astronomical and 
mathematical treatises, but also books and essays on finance and political 
economy. One of his latest essays is on the subject of aeronautics. Pro- 
fessor Newcomb was, in 1877, the president of the American Association 
for the Advancement of Science, and the vice-president of that associa- 
tion from 1883-89. He was also the first president of the American 
Society for Psychical Research. 

From June 22 to June 25 Cambridge University celebrated the one- 
hundredth anniversary of the birth of Charles Darwin. Two hundred and 
thirty-five universities, academies, and learned bodies sent delegates to the 
University of Cambridge to represent them in this centenary. Among the 
delegates upon whom the degree of Doctor of Science was conferred by 
the University of Cambridge were the following: Harold Hbffding, pro- 
fessor of philosophy at Copenhagen, Hugo de Vries, professor of botany 
at Amsterdam, Charles D. Walcott, secretary of the Smithsonian Insti- 
tute at Washington, and E. B. Wilson, professor of zoology in Columbia 
University. 

" A Text-Book of Psychology " by Professor Edward Bradford Titch- 
ener, of Cornell University, is announced in the book-notices of this issue 
of the Journal. Professor Titchener, in the preface of the book, explains 
the purpose of the present volume. We quote in part his statement there. 
" The present work has been written to take the place of my ' Outline of 
Psychology.' This Part I. contains approximately half of the new work; 
Part n. will appear, I hope, in 1910. In the meantime, the last edition of 
the ' Outline ' will be kept from the market ; as soon as the text-book is 
complete, it will be withdrawn." 

Dr. E. F. Nichols, the president-elect of Dartmouth College, has re- 
ceived from Colgate University the degree of Doctor of Laws. Dr. 
Nichols has been professor in experimental physics in Columbia Uni- 
versity since 1903. 



